Differential impairments of facial affect recognition in schizophrenia subtypes and major depression.
The goal of this study was to assess facial affect recognition abilities in subjects with various schizophrenia subtypes and subjects with major depression. A total of six disorganized, 21 paranoid and 18 residual subjects with schizophrenia (DSM-IV criteria) were compared with 21 subjects with major depression (DSM-IV criteria) and 30 matched healthy control subjects. Two experimental tasks requiring the sorting and rating of emotional facial expressions were applied. Disorganized and paranoid subjects showed strong impairments in the sorting of emotional facial expressions. Depressive subjects displayed only minor deficits, and residual subjects were unimpaired. Subjects with disorganized schizophrenia rated emotional facial expressions as more aroused, and depressive subjects rated them as less aroused, than the other study groups. Our study demonstrates strong deficits in facial affect recognition in subjects with schizophrenia and pronounced disorganized or psychotic symptoms. Deficits in facial affect recognition are specific to schizophrenia. They may be considered as a state marker of schizophrenia.